 Dear Local League Leaders.

 This message is being sent with the support of LWVMA. The LWV of  

 Concord-Carlisle has joined forces with Leagues across the country  

 to ask that the LWVUS assign campaign finance reform to its highest  

 level of advocacy priority during the 2010-2012 program cycle.  

 Submissions to Judy Duffy, LWVUS Advocacy Committee Chair, were  

 requested by January 15th: jduffylwv@aol.com. The LWVCC hopes you  

 will join us in this effort and that you will also alert your  

 membership to this critical situation.

 As this past year has demonstrated, the influence of special  

 interests continues to intrude upon the legislative and elective  

 process, undermining attempts to enact meaningful legislation to  

 address the serious issues we face as a country and society. It is  

 increasingly clear that attempts by citizens and grassroots  

 organizations to impact the legislative process through traditional  

 advocacy channels are no match for the powerful counterforce of  

 special interests.  When congressmen are beholden to special  

 interests, the voice of the citizenry is muted.

 While work on single issue efforts must continue, enactment of  

 campaign finance reform is fundamental reform with the potential to  

 transform ‘business as usual’ and positively affect the full  

 spectrum of legislative efforts.

 Campaign finance reform legislation is currently pending in  

 Congress. The Fair Elections Now Act (S.752 and H.R. 1826) would  

 authorize publicly financed campaigns for members of the U.S. House  

 and Senate and is consistent with the principles of campaign reform  

 legislation endorsed by the LWVUS. There is growing momentum across  

 the country for campaign finance reform. Campaign finance reform  

 represents an opportunity and responsibility to reclaim the  

 political process and restore the trust necessary to thrive as a  

 democracy.

 For these reasons, the LWVCC has formally requested that the LWVUS  

 assign campaign finance reform to the highest level of advocacy  

 priority during the 2010-2012 program cycle. Plans are also underway  

 to alert local leagues across the country regarding the urgent need  

 for campaign finance reform. The letter submitted to the LWVUS  

 follows at the end of this article for your reference. We’ll be sure  

 to keep you posted on the response from LWVUS and ongoing work on  

 this issue.

 In a separate but related matter, the US Supreme Court is about to  

 render a decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission  

 (FEC). There is grave concern on the part of many who are following  

 this case that the Supreme Court will lift restrictions on unlimited  

 campaign spending by corporations and unions, further deepening the  

 steady erosion of limits on such spending. In her amicus brief to  

 the Supreme Court, LWVUS President, Mary Wilson, describes the  

 threat such a decision poses to our democracy (http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=14510 

 ).

 For those interested in learning more about the implications of the  

 Citizens United v. FEC ruling, the January 9th New York Times  

 article by David D. Kirkpatrick provides an excellent overview:   http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/09/us/politics/09donate.html?hp=&pagewanted=print

 Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or need  

 additional information. My apologies to those who may receive this  

 message more than once due to multiple roles within the League!

 Thank you for your prompt attention and attention to this matter. I  

 would greatly appreciate hearing from you regarding your decision or  

 follow-up on this request.

 Best regards,

 Launa Zimmaro

 LWVCC
