CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING LEAGUE STUDY PROGRAMS         June '09

1)
Is the issue of wide interest?
The last presidential election showed that there are a large number of citizens in this

country who support government efforts to reduce violence and to work toward peace

in many parts of the world.  There is also widespread concern about the level of domestic violence and crime in the U. S.  

2)
Does the proposal fall within LWVUS Principles? 

Yes, Principles #4 and #5.  
Support for a Department of Peace is consistent with several LWVUS public policy positions:

   1994  Support violence prevention programs in communities

   1948-2002  Support the UN to promote international peace

   1983  Reduce tensions to prevent situations in which weapons might be used       

   1983  Support arms control measures

   1986  Reduce the risk of military conflict in developing countries

   1986  Protect U.S. interests through use of nonmilitary measures

3)
Is government action needed?
The government needs to give more consideration to non-violent alternatives to solve disputes than they do at present, and to support mediation and violence prevention  programs in the U.S.  The proposed budget of $10 billion is small in comparison with

potential savings.  A Department of Peace would elevate, amplify and coordinate current related governmental programs.

4)
Is it possible?  

There is growing support for a Department of Peace in other civic organizations.  A national LWV study would help determine the feasibility and appropriateness of a Department of Peace.


Do the political realities permit effective action?  

At present HR 808 has more than 60 sponsors. There will be resistance because there is always reluctance to changing the status quo. Some people will regard action to create a Department of Peace as a threat to military programs. Others will oppose the expense and bureaucracy created by another U. S. department; 


Are officials aware of the issue?
There is widespread recognition that violence within the U.S. is a significant and costly issue.  A number of government officials, politicians, and military officers have asserted publicly that there should be more reliance on diplomacy in international affairs.  

5)
How much member interest has been expressed for the issue?
At a discussion session on the Department of Peace during the 2008 National Convention support for it was essentially unanimous. The proposal to support a Department of Peace by consensus was stopped for procedural issues. 

6)
Is it a current topic in the community or could interest be developed?
There is growing interest in the idea.  The Department of Peace was the second most popular item on the Change.org web site in a pre-inauguration vote.

7)
Is the issue one on which League members will spend time and effort?
There are many League members interested in prevention of domestic violence and in international peace issues.  

8)
Will the League's involvement make an impact?
The League is respected for its thorough studies of governmental issues. League action to influence public policy has had significant impact in many areas. 

9)
Will the League be able to draw on allies/coalitions?
Certainly, as at least 65 other organizations are already advocating the idea.

10)
Will League involvement increase the League's political influence and 
credibility?
When an idea the League supports is implemented our political influence is increased.  However, the League has supported ideas which have not yet been adopted (ERA, national health insurance, etc.) and we have not lost much influence as a result.

11)
What are the prospects for funding anticipated educational activities 


and/or an action plan if the study is adopted?
This is an area which needs further evaluation at this time (May '09).  
