MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING—WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2009 Sanborn House

Moderator:  Marilyn Mullane

Recorder:  Jo-Ann Michalak

Readers:  Charlene Band, First; Frances Shawcross, Second

The speakers at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the League of Women Voters of Winchester were an award winning essay writer and a professor whose research focuses on the Millennium Generation.   

Dr. Peter Levine spoke on How the Millennial Generation Will Change Democracy.  Dr. Levine is the Director of Research at the Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service at Tufts University and also is the Director of CIRCLE, the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement, which focuses on the civic participation of Americans between the ages of 15 and 25.  Dr. Levine has been a member of the League of Women Voters since his college days because of the League’s emphasis on equality for women and the importance of good citizenship.  While research on millennials shows that they are more liberal and vote more than their parents, Dr. Levine indicated that there are differences between millennials with some college experience and those with no college background.  The millennial generation divides 50/50 into those who have attended some college and those who have not.  In the college group, 62% voted, are trusting, join groups and support white collar unions but only 36% of the non-college millennials voted.  Of millennials in the bottom quarter of income, only 7% went to college but in the top quarter, 50% went to college.  Dr. Levine recommended more opportunities for civic engagement in high school for students whether they were destined for college or not.  A lively Question and Answer discussion ensued, ranging from how to get local citizens to vote, to how to involve disadvantaged youth so they become more civically engaged, to the future of print newspapers.  Dr. Levine indicated that the millennial generation will be more motivated to vote if they know more about what they are voting for.  For this to happen, public issues need to be included on the statewide tests, social studies teachers need to be empowered to discuss civic issues and there need to be opportunities for millennials to participate in civics projects. It was a very stirring discussion for the 30+ members in the audience.

Nicholas Facciolo, a fifth-grade student at St. Mary’s School, read his award-winning essay for the LWVMA 10th Annual Online Students Essay Contest.  In his essay, he imagined himself as a reporter interviewing President Obama.  In Nicholas’ essay, President Obama outlined his programs to reduce nuclear warheads to prevent terrorism, to introduce tax cuts for working families and for seniors, to stimulate the economy and create better jobs.  

Vicky Coccoluto and Judie Muggia presented a Certificate of Recognition and Lifetime Membership award to Madeleine Kaiser.  The award plaque praised Madeleine as an energetic, valuable and inspirational leader known for her creatively designed postcards, her leadership in editing the print newsletter and for her commitment to the local League.

Marilyn Mullane, moderator for the evening’s program, thanked the retiring Steering Committee members,  Bonnie Alpert, Vicky Coccoluto and Brenda Johnson, for their many Steering Committee contributions.  She then announced the newly-nominated members to the Steering Committee:  Maria O’Connor, Elizabeth Angelino and Jill Abrahamson.

The formal business meeting got underway at approximately 7:45 pm.

The minutes of the prior year were approved as written and published in the online Bulletin.

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Elizabeth Ghoniem.  Elizabeth noted that more was spent than planned to support the district and town elections but the debates gave our local League more visibility.  

The Moderator gave an oral review of the numerous League activities of the past year.  The Annual Meeting packet prepared by Judie Muggia included color photo highlights of the past year’s activities and Vicky Coccoluto had prepared a photomontage of event highlights.  Highlights included four Day at the Races candidate forums, the annual Moveable Feast for Town Employees in December; an excellent Brainstorm Brunch, the Day on Hill with Senator Pat Jehlen and Representative Jason Lewis, and a well-attended book discussion of Kate Clifford Larson’s The Assassin’s Accomplice and the productive voter registration activities at Winchester  High School. 

The new members nominated for the Steering Committee were elected unanimously.

Elizabeth Ghoniem was re-elected as Treasurer; by unanimous vote.  The continuing Steering Committee members are:  Charlene Band, Betsy Cregger, Elizabeth Ghoniem, Susan Lewis, Jo-Ann Michalak, Judie Muggia and Marilyn Mullane.

The Moderator urged attendees to fill out a survey of their interests for the coming year.  

Betsy Cregger reminded us to Save the Date of September 12, 7-9:30pm at Town Hall for our fundraiser featuring comedian Jimmy Tingle.  Betsy also plans a jazz group with desserts, coffee and open cash bar.  

Vicky Coccoluto requested volunteers for the Town Day booth from 8 am-4 pm.  

The Door prize of an autographed copy of The Assassin’s Accomplice was given to the winning ticket-holder, Peg McKenna.  

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m., providing additional opportunity for socializing afterward.

Respectfully submitted,

Jo-Ann Michalak
