Winchester League of Women Voters Steering Committee Meeting

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Host: Bonnie Alpert

Facilitator: Marilyn Mullane

Secretary: Lauren Costello

Attendees: Bonnie Alpert, Lauren Costello, Sarah Regan, Jean Herbert, Frances Shawcross, Vicki Coccoluto, Marilyn Mullane, Betsy Cregger, Jessica Jones, and Lisa Kalner-Williams.

Minutes:  The minutes were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report: Elizabeth Ghoniem  not in attendance.  It was suggested that the budget appear in the April/May bulletin issue.

April/May Bulletin:  The deadline for articles is approaching.  Need a letter from the Steering Committee by April 7 deadline (about Annual Meeting).  Typically, Madeleine puts a poster on the front page of this issue.

-Current bulletin now on website and will be updated with color pictures.  We need to press for bulletin   committee members, primarily someone with publishing experience.  There were two responses to membership renewal request in bulletin (1-yes, 1-no)

· Committee position on ads – no more one-time ads.

Municipal Finance Meeting: Disappointing turnout – possibly due to bad weather and minimal publicity, or the fact that it was held close to the immigration discussion.  It would have been helpful if the reading material was sent out ahead of time.   Marilyn was the recorder and will submit notes to Steering Committee members (Betsy, Frances & Vicky) that were present for review.

Voter Services:  Town Elections March 25. Looking for drivers to bring voters to the polls.  We will not be hosting a “Day at the Races” forum this year, since all town elections are uncontested.  A Steering Committee member (?) will submit a letter to the editor regarding uncontested elections.  LWV Vote Banner will be displayed on the rotary prior to the elections.

Membership:  Membership information was mailed to 3 new prospects.  We currently have 93 members with a goal of 7 more.  We are allowed to send one delegate to the National Convention for every 50 members.  It will be held June 13-17 in Portland, OR.  We are interested in recruiting new Steering Committee members, preferably experienced members, especially with regard to program planning.  We compiled a list of prospects and each Steering Committee member present volunteered to follow-up with a few.

Run Granny Run: Lisa mentioned that a possible topic could be the public funding of campaigns.  Granny, who is 98 years old and not in the best of health, mentioned that she would require reimbursement for transportation (her companion is her driver), a podium and possible a step (she is 4’11”).  Granny also suggested that having a backup or partner.  It was decided that the Annual Meeting subcommittee would discuss this further.

Co-Sponsorship of Multicultural Network Event: Steering Committee unanimously agreed.

U.S. LWV Positions in Brief (Program Planning):  They waited for us to submit our positions.  We will implement closer study during the future Brainstorm Brunches, since we must submit State and National positions on alternate years.

LWV Essay Contest: Deadline for submissions has passed.

Annual Meeting Subcommittee:  Frances, Jean, Bonnie, Lisa and Lauren.  Will meet Sat., March 15 at Frances’ house.

Future Events:

April 16 Book Discussion Library Display: Sarah made a flyer and dropped it off at the library for publicity.

Day on the Hill: March 19.  Jean and Elizabeth.  Lisa to send e-mail to Elizabeth.  Lisa will also send e-mail to general membership to recruit members to go.  We would like to get a report and short bulletin article.

U.S. League Convention, Portland, Oregon: June 13-17 - Jean Herbert to attend.

New Business:

Day on the Hill – Casino Gambling discussion.

EnKa Fair parade

Town Day

Next Meeting: Wed., April 2 - Host: Frances; Facilitator: Jessica; Secretary: Bonnie

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Costello

