
Winchester League of Women Voters Minutes

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 Planning Meeting

Vicky’s, 25 Fells Road

Attendees: Vicky Cocoluto, Nancy Schrock, Marilyn Mullane, Leslie Kennedy, Rosemary Pye, Jean Herbert, Susan Woodward

Absent: Juanita Zerda




Agreed to Programming for 2014-2015

1. Fall Kick Off. 

a. Jean Hebert will invite Marian Walsh, author of Run, to speak on a September evening. (She’s accepted!) Jean will research possible venues and ask Book Ends to carry the book.  Until a replacement for Maryann is found, SC leads will be responsible for necessary publicity.

b. The SC divided up the sign-up list from Town Day and the Annual Meeting and will phone them to thank them for their support and to attend the Fall Kick Off event and bring friends.  

2. Four Tuesday Topics.  The SC decided to call the four session series Tuesday Topics and to have it in the library from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  Leslie will check the library schedule and book tentative dates.

a. The first will be on the ballot questions.  The date is tentatively Tuesday, October 28.  Marilyn is chairing.  Rosemary and Vicky will work with her on it.  We will have speakers pro and con on the earned sick leave issue.  Marilyn will ask Pat Jehlen to give the pro and ask Asst. AG Grace Miller, who spoke at a recent LWVM event if she can recommend a good con speaker.  Rosemary will ask someone from Mass. Municipal Association, the Associated Industries of Massachusetts, or the Chamber of Commerce to suggest a speaker.  Vicky, Marilyn and Rosemary will each provide the League’s position on one of the other three referendum questions– casinos, indexed gas tax, and expanded beverage deposit law.  The LWVM’s position on all three as follows – pro repeal of casinos and expansion of beverage deposit law and anti repeal of indexed gas tax.  They will also research the position not taken by the League in preparation for questions from the audience.  Marilyn to set up a subgroup meeting.

b. Meet the local elected officials.  Dec. 2 or 9.  There will be a new state rep.  Jehlen and Lewis both have opposition.  We will invite the winners of all three races.

c. Two more Tuesday Topics in 2015.  We will respond to unfolding developments, but one possibility is an update on ways to budget for unfunded liability for health insurance for town employees and retirees.  There is a Winchester expert who has briefed towns and employees on the Government Insurance Commission (GIC), which is an exchange that state employees and many towns have joined.  It could arguably save Winchester considerable amounts but has been rejected by the town and unions in the past.

3. Three Hot Topics.

a. Town Center Initiative.  Tentative for October, before November 6 Town Meeting.  The Planning Board has been working to get it as a warrant on the November 6 Town Meeting agenda, but is not definite yet.  Nancy is the lead.  She will discuss with Betsy Cregger and see if there are a sufficient number of forums on this issue or whether there is a role for the LWVW.  Will try to identify good speakers.  In addition to Planning Board and Town Manager, consider Chamber, Conservation.

b. Violence against Women, an international topic that was the top vote getter at the Annual Meeting, will be held in March, for International Women’s Day.

c. Campaign Finance Reform.  LWVM has a prepared program on this.  Jean is the lead with help from Susan Verdicchio.  If the Town Center program does not work out for the fall, this can be substituted.  While the H.S. is under construction, we would use the McCall auditorium.  Must pay for utilities and janitorial help.

4.  Voter Services.
a. H.S. Registration.

i. Winchester.  New principal of WHS, Sean Kiley, eager to have a program.  Proposes week of Sept. 15 or 22.   Not Primary Day, Sept. 9, or Rosh Hashanah on Sept. 24. Nancy suggested Jenks Center.  All thought great idea.  Marilyn to pursue with the Jenks Center and Sean Kiley.  Rosemary pursuing with Mary Ellen Lannon.  Looking for a good video.  Last year had an effective one.  This year, can also consider student winners of LWVM video contest.

ii. Stoneham H.S. Town Clerk very interested.  No program in place now.  Marilyn will follow up with Stoneham HS principal in two weeks time as the principal wanted to pursue with the head of Stoneham’s Social Studies Department. Only Sept. 9 not good.

iii.  Volunteers for H.S. drives are currently Marilyn, Rosemary, Susan Woodward, Barbara Burka, Lauren Costello, Heidi DeLeo, and Frances Shawcross.  Marilyn will also talk to Maura Sullivan (last year’s lead with Juanita).


b.  Debates and interviews.


i. Vicky is the liaison to Jo-Ann


1. Interviews for WinCam for the Sept. 9 primary.  Date for interviews is probably Aug. 26.

                            ii. The local races are:

                                      1. Democratic Ballot:

                                          (a) State Senate – Jason Lewis unopposed and Pat Jehlen unopposed

                                          (b) State Representative – Michael Bettancourt and Michael Day

                                       2. Republican Ballot:

                                           (a) State Senate –Robert Capucci, Jr. unopposed

                                           (b) State Representative – Caroline Colarusso

                           iii. U.S. 5th Congressional Representative Race

                                       1.  There is no Republican candidate.  On the Democratic side, Katherine Clark is opposed by Sheldon Schwartz.  (Note that he has issued an invitation to Clark to have one debate a week in August.)  This race was considered since we did conduct interviews last time with some of the candidates that were running.  

                                       2.  However, the SC decided for now that it does not have the resources to do a debate on the House race in August.  There was also some uncertainty as to whether both candidates would participate.

                            iv. General Election

                                      1.  After the primary, Day at the Races will be set up for State Rep and two State Senate races.

5.  Farmers Market Sept. 6.  All SC members agreed to volunteer.  Jean will lead and send out schedule.

6.  Membership.
a.  Nancy will develop a postcard with Marianne’s Town Hall photo to announce known fall events and any dates that have been set, including Fall Kick Off, Tuesday Topic and Hot Topic.  

         b.  Jean will compose a letter to go to Annual Meeting attendees thanking them for helping develop our program.  It will also be posted on our website for members who couldn’t make the Annual Meeting and it will replace the current homepage announcement to attend Annual Meeting.

c. Marilyn agreed to replace Jean and send hard copies of all SC communications to members not on email.

d. Now have 67 members, not including three more gift memberships.  Goal is 88.  See June 11 Minutes for ideas on developing more members.

e. Motion made and approved unanimously to award one of the 
three remaining gift memberships.

7. Communications.
a. SC discussed covering the duties formerly performed by Marianne. We will develop a “job description” and circulate to try to get individuals to perform some or all of these duties.  We also need someone to oversee this function.

b.   The duties are:


1. Maintain LWVW web site.


2. Refer inquiries to the web site to LWVW spokesperson or appropriate SC member.

3. Take SC-drafted announcements and send eblasts to members.


4. Take SC-drafted posters and put in final form for posting.

          5. Maintain LWVW Facebook page.

          6. Post notices on listserve of Winchester residents


7. Post public events/meeting on the Town of Winchester Community Calendar.

 
7. Take photographs of LWVW events for use in publicity.

c. Leslie will forward the job description to Marianne to check and then the SC will circulate it to our members and to other contacts.

d. Leslie is setting up a meeting with Marianne for training on Wild Apricot for Monday, July 28, in the morning.  Leslie, Nancy, Vicky, and Susan plan to attend.  May then reinforce their learning by teaching the rest of the SC.

8. Finances.  Nancy to meet with Juanita the last week in July and transfer books to Quicken.

Next SC meeting is at Rosemary’s house, 22 Grove Place, Unit 17,  on September 2, 2014 from 7 to 9.  Nancy is the facilitator and Juanita the secretary.  Minutes of three planning session will be approved then.  Results of any action items will be circulated over the summer.


