
Winchester League of Women Voters

Draft Minutes of January 28, 2014 Meeting

Host: Leslie Kennedy, Facilitator: Juanita Zerda, Secretary: Marilyn Mullane (substituted for Jean Herbert)

Attendees: Leslie Kennedy, Marilyn Mullane, Rosemary Pye, Nancy Schrock, and Juanita Zerda

Electronic Reports:  Maryann Haraldsen and Susan Verdicchio

1.  After check-in, the minutes of January 9th were approved.  Leslie will provide to Maryann for posting on our website.

2.  The Treasurer’s Report, was accepted as amended.  Questions were raised about the website costs.  Juanita has paid a year in advance in order to get the benefit of discounts (previously Maryann paid monthly) and our costs are more expensive than the previous provider.

3.  Report on State Senate Seat Primary and General Election.  Nancy indicated that she will be meeting with Jo-Ann Michalak next week with Ann Bailey Berman calling into their meeting to start planning candidate events.  The SC was of the opinion that due to the tight schedule that interviews would probably work best for the primary and our traditional candidate forum for the general election.  Nancy also mentioned that a group in Wakefield (unclear whether League related) was moving out on interviews for the primary.  The subgroup will check to see if there is a possibility to partner on the primary.  The subgroup will also check to see if there are any contested local races.  Leslie will try to switch the banner location with the primary at the transfer station and the general election at the rotary.

4.  LWVMA Citizens Education Grant.  Marilyn Mullane and Rosemary Pye indicated that pursuing the grant was secondary to planning and leading the educational forum/hot topic.  If time permits, they will complete the application.  Juanita, who successfully completed the last application, also offered to help.  Marilyn and Rosemary suggested that those planning other Winchester League upcoming events could consider pursuing, i.e. candidate forum.  The grant application is due February 17.

5.  Update on Hot Topics.

a.  Retiree Health Insurance Premiums.  Rosemary and Marilyn are still pursuing.  They plan on meeting with the Town Manager later this week to ensure that the panel will have town representation.  In addition, we will secure a date.  Rosemary also reported that based on the Board of Selectman meeting she attended January 27th, the Selectman are on a fast track to come up with options regarding a mitigation fund.  They expect to report on this by February 17th and promised transparency.  Early March dates for our hot topic/educational forum had been considered but we will need to move up our forum to mid February which makes for a very tight schedule.

b.  Smart Growth.  Ann was unable to attend and report.  Nancy will follow up and report  on what (and when) decisions need to be made; also whether there are broader policy implications.  We will then determine whether we can postpone this hot topic until the fall.

c. LWVUS Agricultural Study (due April 18).  Leslie reported that this study was discussed at the LWVMA Metro SW Field Service Meeting that she attended on January 25th.  It seems that many Leagues have decided to forego participating as the study and background materials were described as “dauntingly big”.  Some of the larger Leagues indicated that they were restricting their efforts to questions 7 through 11.  Leslie did reached out to Wright Locke Farm and it’s possible Sally Quinn could help, however, they are busy with a capital campaign.  Leslie will try to attend a February information session in Wellesley and will see if Concord-Carlisle is interested in partnering, if in fact, they are planning to be part of the study.

d. Campaign Finance Reform.  Susan reported electronically.  No immediate action required.

e. LWVUS Program Planning (due March 1).  Marilyn reported this the National’s biannual program planning was the topic of LWVMA Coach’s Call.  Marilyn suggested that given our heavy March workload - State Senate primary and general election, Chinese School voter registration drive, Retiree Health Premiums Hot Topic, and possible Agricultural Study, that perhaps we should forego convening membership to weigh in on the National’s program issues for 2014 - 2016.  One way to participate though in the program planning process would be to consider adopting the LWVMA’s recommendation of reviewing the existing position on campaign finance.  The LWVMA Board has voted to list as its first and only recommendation on the LWVUS Program Planning Form a review of the existing League position on campaign finance, requesting that the position be updated in light of recent U.S. Supreme Court decision.  The SC voted unanimously to support the LWVMA position.  Marilyn indicated that she will complete the necessary form.

6.  Membership Renewal Status Report.  Leslie indicated (1) to date we have 55 renewals (three more than last year and only ten more to go to meet our goal of 65 memberships) and that (2) she would meet the LWVUS roster update by January 31.  In terms of the gift memberships, she will present one to the head on the WHS Social Studies Department on January 31.  At that time, she will discuss the LWVMA’s Student Video Contest which launches February 1 and encourage WHS to participate.  The individual that contributed the gift memberships emphasized a desire for diversity.  Juanita suggested that we consider presenting a gift membership at the Chinese School voter registration, which was unanimously endorsed by the SC.  Marilyn offered to present a membership drive proposal in February.

7. WFEE Trivia Bee Participation.  Susan was able to put together a team of three for the February 5th Trivia Bee.  Juanita requested a formal vote as our budget did not include the $300 for this event.  The SC voted to approve this expenditure but noted that, in the future, activities like this should be included in the proposed budget.

8.  January 25th LWVMA Metro SW Field Service Meeting Report.  Leslie attended the meeting on behalf of the Winchester League.  Highlights include the Winchester-Waltham 5th Congressional Seat collaboration, VOTE 411 and Membership Workshop materials.  Leslie indicated that she would distribute her notes to the SC.

9.  March 2, 9:45 AM Voter Registration Drive at the Winchester School of Chinese Culture Report.  Juanita, our lead, has made the necessary contacts, planned the agenda and ensured that Mary Ellen Lannon, Winchester’s Town Clerk is able to participate.  She is looking for help from either the SC or membership.  Her agenda will be provided to the SC.

_______________________

Juanita had to leave early.  Marilyn assumed the facilitation responsibility and covered the following:

10.  LWVW Featured Spotlight for LWVMA website.  Maryann reported electronically that she would provide a draft for SC review by February 3, 2014.

11.  Gypsy “social” at Next Door Theater.  Marilyn confirmed that payment, by check or cash will be acceptable at the door.  Maryann will send out the “save the date” to membership.
12.  Spring Book Read Report.  Rosemary indicated that the subgroup had selected Lean In.  The SC suggested an April date for the book discussion.

13.  Voter Registration Drives in Stoneham and Medford.  Marilyn recommended postponing high school drives in neighboring towns until the fall of 2014 since there will be more interest then given both the mid term elections and our gubernatorial race.

14.  The following calendar events should be discussed in February for Winchester League participation/representation:

· March 8, League Leaders’ Lunch, 11 AM - 3 PM, Wellesley Unitarian Church

· March 26, LWVMA Day on the Hill, State House

· March 31, Deadline for Student Video Contest Entries

· May 10, LWVMA Council, 10 AM - 4 PM, Framingham State

· June 6 - 10, LWVUS National Convention, Dallas, TX

Agenda Items Deferred:

· 
Tax Payer Flyers
·   Communications Report (Maryann Haraldsen)
·   Annual Meeting Early Planning Report (Jean Herbert)
NEXT MEETING: February 25, 2014, 7 - 9 PM

Host:  Juanita        Facilitator:  Nancy         Secretary: Jean


